CHEM 3695                          Chemistry Seminar                          Spring 2007
Syllabus

1.
Instructor:  Dr. Bernadette Donovan-Merkert

Phone: (704) 687-4436



E-mail:  bdonovan@email.uncc.edu




Office:  Burson 200 (Chemistry Department office)




Research Labs:  Burson 242, 244

Office hours:  By appointment

2.
Textbook:
A Short Guide to Writing about Chemistry, 2nd Ed. (Beal and Trimbur)
(Not available in bookstore; purchase not required.  Copies will be placed on reserve in the library.)
3.
What will you do in this course?

(
Learn about key elements of scientific writing

(
Learn how to search the chemical literature

(Workshops provided by Ms. Barbara Tierney, University Librarian, during weeks of January 29 and February 5.  You are required to turn in workshop assignments.)


(
Improve your writing skills (with help from the Writing Resources Center)


(
Learn what plagiarism is and how to avoid committing plagiarism


(
Learn about ethical issues associated with conducting scientific research


(
Learn how to read the scientific literature


(
Learn how to deliver an interesting, organized seminar based on the scientific literature

(
Have a brunch meeting with the Chemistry Faculty to discuss possible seminar topics


(
Learn the basics of using Power Point and Chem Window


(
Complete some reading and writing assignments

(
Make a short oral presentation, based on a scientific article of your choice, to the class 
(
Attend a student presentation in CHEM 4695/4696 and submit a written evaluation of the seminar to BTD
(
Attend a seminar given by an external speaker and submit a written evaluation of the seminar to BTD 

(
Learn about safety in the chemical laboratory

(
Write a 1-2 page overview (excluding figures) of your planned CHEM 4695 seminar


(
Find out the date of your CHEM 4695 seminar for Fall 2007 (if you plan to enroll in the 


course during that semester)
4.
Grading:  Your course grade will be based on completion of the assignments and attendance.  You cannot receive a grade of “A” in the course unless you hand in all assignments on time and attend the required number of classes.  
5.
Course Attendance Policy:  Each instructor determines the attendance regulations for his or her own class.  Students are expected to attend punctually all scheduled sessions in the courses for which they are registered and are responsible for completing the work from all of the class meetings.
Absences from class may be excused by the instructor for personal illness, religious holidays, or participating as an authorized University representative in an out-of-town event.  Whenever possible, students are expected to seek the permission of the instructor prior to absences.

6.
Academic Integrity:  Students have the responsibility to know and observe the requirements of The UNC Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity (available online at http://www.uncc.edu/policystate/ps-105.html).  This code forbids cheating, fabrication or falsification of information, multiple submission of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Any special requirements or permission regarding academic integrity in this course will be stated by the instructor, and are binding on the students.  Academic evaluations in this course include a judgment that the student's work is free from academic dishonesty of any type; and grades in this course therefore should be and will be adversely affected by academic dishonesty.  Students who violate the code can be expelled from UNC Charlotte.  The normal penalty for a first offense is zero credit on the work involving dishonesty and further substantial reduction of the course grade.  In almost all cases the course grade is reduced to F.  Standards of academic integrity will be enforced in this course.  Students are expected to report cases of academic dishonesty to the course instructor.  Please read the UNC Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity and ask the instructor any questions you may have about it. 
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