NAME:  ____________________________________________

CHEM 3695 

          Chemistry Seminar 


SPRING 2007
Assignment #2

Summary of an Assigned Journal Article
Your assignment is to read the article listed below and write a summary (1-3 pages in length, double-spaced) of what you have read.  The summary must be written on a word processor and should be long enough to summarize adequately the important elements of the article.  Please note that a summary is longer and contains more information than the brief abstract that accompanies most journal articles. Attach your summary and a copy of the article to this sheet. 
Article to be read and summarized: 

Musa, M.M.; Ziegelmann-Fjeld, K.I.; Vieille, C.; Zeikus, J.G.; Phillips, R.S. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 72, 30-34.
As you read you should compare the chemical literature with other forms of literature that you have read. Is the article written in the first or in the third person? Is it written in the active or in the passive voice?

Most full papers follow variations of the same outline. This outline generally contains the following sections: 1. Introduction (or Background); 2. Results (presentation of data); 3. Discussion (analysis of the data); 4. Conclusions; 5. Experimental (general and specific experimental procedures are described).  In many articles, the Results and Discussion sections are combined into one section in which the authors analyze the data as they are presented.  In some cases, the Experimental section is placed right after the Introduction.  Note the brief, almost cryptic style in which the experimental procedures are presented. If you wished to repeat the experiments, could you follow these instructions without already having considerable laboratory experience?

This assignment is due no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, March 2, 2007 (right before Spring Break).  We will discuss the article in class on Monday, March 12. 

Time Required to Complete this Assignment: ___________

