CHEM 3695
Spring 2007
Assignment #1: Job application question

Due date for initial draft (hard copy): Monday, January 22, 2007, 11:00 AM
Name______________________________________________________________________


The primary purpose of this assignment is to provide a sample of your writing skills for diagnostic purposes.   


For this assignment, I want you to pretend that you have just completed your baccalaureate degree in chemistry and are now applying for a position that you consider to be the first step upward in your professional career.


This could be a position in a medical school, a graduate school, or some other professional program.  Perhaps you dream of a research position in government or industry, or desire a sales job with a chemical or pharmaceutical company.  Maybe you are interested in teaching high school or college.  This job does not need to be in chemistry!  Do you dream of becoming a jazz pianist, a disk jockey, or a political advisor for the President of the United States?

There are two parts to this assignment:

(A) Briefly describe the dream position for which you are applying.  What type of responsibilities does it involve?

(B) On the application form for this position is the following question:

“Why are you interested in this position?  Discuss the elements in your life that have shaped your interest in this position and have helped prepare you for it.”

Your essay will not be evaluated on the basis of the ideas that it contains.  It will be evaluated solely on how well you express and interrelate these ideas.  The initial draft will not be graded, but will be returned with comments and suggestions.  Please staple this sheet to the front of the essay.  Your essay must be typed.
Total time spent on the initial draft of your essay: ______________________
